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EUROPE IN INDIA’S GEO-STRATEGIC CALCULUS 

Anandita Bhada  

 For a considerable period, India has restricted its interactions with Europe 

on the grounds that it has a colonial mindset. Such a perception has now begun 

to be shed as India enters a phase of increased regional security cooperation 

with the continent. At first, the bipolar world order, which emerged after the 

Cold War in 1991, saw India taking a neutral position without supporting any 

particular bloc. This was followed by the North–South framework, which 

pitched the concept of developed nations versus the developing ones. These two 

factors prevented India from taking a more nuanced view of Europe’s 

involvement in the Indian sub-continent. India’s age-old ties with Russia, 

considered an arch rival of the western world order of democracy and 

capitalism, also increased India’s skepticism about Europe.  

 Earlier, Europe’s position in India’s geo-strategic calculus was, in any 

case, limited due to the absence of shared land or maritime borders. It was 

generally perceived as a landmass too far away to have a real impact on India’s 

foreign policy. There were few common grounds of interest or presence in a 

shared geography for the two powers to pursue active diplomacy. Europe, 

essentially being an economic power, always viewed its foreign policy and 

geopolitical standings with an economic lens, until China’s rise sounded alarm 

bells. Then, the Indo-Pacific region emerged as a common area of concern 

between India and Europe, with both supporting an open, free and a rules-based 

international order there. Accordingly, Europe decided to increase its presence 

in the Indian Ocean Region(IOR). One such initiative has been the 

establishment of the Trade and Technology Council, which shouldcatalyse free 

trade negotiations between India and the EU. This in turn should materialise 

into increased bilateral trade between the two sides. 



It is in the 21st century, that India and Europe have been making consistent 

efforts towards initiating partnerships and deepening cooperation with one 

another. The Ukraine crisis has given a boost to these efforts and catalysed their 

pace of engagement. Europe, in its efforts to prevent isolationism of Russia post 

Cold War, convinced the West to initiate communication and trade deals with 

Russia. Over time, it realised that Russia had the resources (such as, vast 

deposits of fossil fuels) which Europe required and this further deepened their 

ties. The Ukraine crisis has suddenly jolted Europe out of its complacency and 

highlighted its heavy Russian reliance. This has left Europe scrambling to 

diversify its dependencies and deepen its strategic partnerships with 

geographically distant countries, like India. This is evident from the impetus 

given to India–Europe ties, with a range of high-level visits from Europe to 

India in the year 2022 and that of Prime Minister Modi to Europe in May 2022.  

Relevance of the Indian Ocean Region 

 The Himalayas have been a strategically important point for India’s 

foreign policy and so have been the surrounding water bodies. Of late, the Indo-

Pacific region has emerged as the single-most important area of concern in Asia 

for the Western worldas70 per cent of the global trade (in goods and services) 

and over 60 per cent foreign direct investments flows through it.1 This is also 

the reason for Europe’s increasing interest in the Indo-Pacific. China has been 

flexing its muscle over this region by building ports and maritime facilities and 

expanding its overall maritime presence from the South China Sea to the Indo-

Pacific. 

 The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) has seven key choke-points: the 

Mozambique Channel, Bab el Mandeb, the Suez Canal, Strait of Hormuz, 

Malacca Straits, Sunda Strait and Lombok Strait. Blockage or domination of 

any of these points by a particular country could upset global trade flows, and 

this has led to the birth of many multilateral forums and international groupings 



such as the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad), the Indo-Pacific Economic 

Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) and the Global Gateway. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic laid bare the need for resilient supply chains, 

and the overt dependence of world economies on China. Meanwhile, China was 

openly flouting the international norms of maritime domain and was reported to 

be building on, and laying claims to islands all over the region to expand its 

exclusive economic zone (EEZ). This along with the Chinese String of Pearls 

strategy got both India and Europe thinking of intensifying cooperation in the 

region to maintain free and open access to all. Amongst the European powers, 

India shares the deepest strategic ties with France. It is the only resident 

European power in the Indo-Pacific and this explains its significant role in 

steering the European Union’s (EU) Indo-Pacific policy. 

Major Areas of Cooperation 

Maritime Domain 

Maritime cooperation with India is the core of the EU’s policy for the Indo-

Pacific, the maritime objectives of which are synchronous with India’s vision 

for the IOR. Both are working towards upholding a free open and rules-based 

region. The main reason for the EU’s involvement in the Indo-Pacific is because 

this region is crucial to the global trade and commerce, global supply chains and 

the investments in the IOR, which raises the EU’s stakes in the region. China’s 

growing domination in the IOR is troublesome for both the EU and India as it 

threatens the maritime security environment, trade routes and the resilience of 

supply chains. To counter these threats, the EU has been enhancing its maritime 

domain awareness in the IOR (German Frigate Bayern’s presence in IOR in 

2021–2022), and conducting capacity-building and joint naval exercises with 

India (such as Varuna). France, being the sole resident power in the Indo-Pacific 

region, has been at the forefront in evolving the EU’s Indo-Pacific Policy. It is 

encouraging other European nations to increase their maritime presence in the 



region, particularly in western IOR. It is also ready to work with India in third 

countries that are situated in the region. 

Developing infrastructure facilities like ports, docks, warehouses and 

connection to the hinterland have been crucial aspects of India–EU partnership 

to counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Multimodal connectivity is 

another significant aspect of maritime projects like the ‘Sagarmala 

Programme’.2 Further, establishment of interoperability at all levels in the 

transport systems will help forge a reliable supply chain between India and the 

EU. Developing physical and digital infrastructure frameworks are crucial for 

providing a sustainable alternative. The role of European and Indian firms is 

important for projects based on public–private partnership model. India needs to 

first identify the strategic projects in various sectors and countries in the IOR 

and start collaborative efforts on those. 

India and the EU in their summits have constantly emphasised information 

sharing, data sharing, crisis management, increasing joint naval exercises, joint 

initiatives to deepen dialogue in security and defence and promoted freedom of 

navigation, maritime multilateralism and respect for The United Nations 

Convention on the law of the Sea (UNCLOS). They should join hands over 

data-driven innovations which can help create a proper data network between 

them. This could prove critical for new emerging technologies like robotics, 3D 

printing, advanced manufacturing, the Internet of Things, artificial intelligence 

(AI) and block chain technologies.3India is looking towards the Nordic 

countries for such collaboration, due to their expertise in technological 

innovation, AI, blue economy, green shipping and more. EU countries can also 

explore possibilities of working in mini-laterals with forums like the Quad 

(France has already expressed readiness to work with Quad members in the 

IOR) to strengthen security and data strategy. Together Quad and the EU can 

build stronger logistical services aimed at achieving a sustainable and energy-

efficient environment in the Indo-Pacific. 



Green and Sustainable Growth 

 Europe is the pioneer in green initiatives, with the objective of becoming 

the first carbon neutral continent by 2050. India has a green strategic 

partnership with Denmark since 2020, partnership for green and sustainable 

development with Germany since 2022 and a Clean Energy and Climate 

Partnership with the EU since 2016.4The core objective of these partnerships is 

to implement the Paris Agreement and reinforce cooperation for transition to 

clean energy. Clean energy partnership with EU has been emphasised upon at 

all the subsequent India–EU summit meetings.  

 Certain areas which have been important to both the parties involved in 

the cooperation are energy efficiency, integration of renewable energy in the 

system through small grids, reduced greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, research 

and innovation and integration of electric vehicle infrastructure in energy grids. 

Officials from both sides are constantly working towards devising new ways to 

improve the investments and financing from markets for the resilience of, and 

access to, sustainable energy. 

 The EU has been supportive of the International Solar Alliance (ISA)and 

is a partner organisation since 2018.5It has supported close cooperation between 

the International Energy Agency and India, which has been a significant 

member of ISA (with solar energy being the most important renewable energy 

source for its transition to clean energy).  India and the EU could explore 

possible collaboration over solar energy, within the ISA framework. India could 

also explore increasing its production of energy (due to its abundant sunshine 

hours) and the EU could work on the technology required for storage and 

distribution. Such collaboration can help India drastically reduce its carbon 

emissions. It has also been cooperating with France over the Jaitapur nuclear 

power project. There is a need however, to increase the pace of such initiatives 

because the sooner they are functional, the lesser will be India’s carbon 

footprint.  



Counter-Terrorism 

 Counter-terrorism and counter-radicalisation efforts have been a part of 

India–EU discussions since the 2016 summit meeting. Most recently the 12th 

EU–India Counter-Terrorism Dialogue was held virtually on 19 November 

2020. Violent extremism, combating terror financing, counter radicalisation and 

use of internet by terrorists were central to the discussion. Organised crime and 

terrorism have gained traction amongst the violent extremists. Europol and the 

Central Bureau of Investigation are working towards devising an arrangement to 

help law authorities prevent and combat these security threats.6The EU and 

India have always asserted the need for other nations to take immediate and 

irreversible steps to assure that territory under their control is not used for 

terrorist activities.  

 The most significant problems for India are state-sponsored terrorism and 

cross-border terrorism. This is different from the EU’s case, where elements 

from within their society are involved in terrorist attacks, as was seen in the 

Charlie Hebdo shooting of January 2015 or the Brussels bombing of March 

2018. Both sides though, agree about the role of non-state and quasi-state actors 

in fuelling terror activities and training the youth. Cooperation at multilateral 

forums like the United Nations, to designate certain groups or individuals as 

terrorists to curb their funding and support has also been witnessed. Sharing 

information and intelligence between India and the EU and prior warning of 

suspicious activities can help in preventing such attacks. India perceives 

radicalisation as a foreign, rather than a domestic policy issue and that needs to 

be addressed. Cooperation in the aviation sector, involving maritime piracy 

oriented operations (especially in the Indo-Pacific), border security and cyber 

security can further broaden the avenues for India and the EU to collaborate on, 

particularly in the IOR.  

 

 



Arctic 

The Arctic is a relatively unexplored area, heavily dominated by the Russians 

due to geographical reasons. To promote cooperation, interaction and 

coordination amongst the Arctic states, the Arctic Council was formed in 1996. 

It is a high-level inter-governmental organisation, comprising of eight members 

(of which five are the Nordic states). These members have coordinated 

responses, actions and policies on factors affecting the Arctic, as it is warming 

up three times faster than the rest of the world. India has been an observer in the 

Council since 2013. It recently released its Arctic Policy on 17 March 2022, 

based on six key pillars: science and research, environmental protection, 

economic and human development, transportation and connectivity, governance 

and international cooperation and national capacity building.7 

 Adverse impacts of climate change on the Arctic region are affecting the 

global shipping routes as well as the hydrocarbon and mineral resources. The 

region is rich in minerals and resources which have remained unexplored due to 

frozen grounds. India in involved in projects involving black carbon and 

methane, arctic biodiversity and arctic migratory birds. Its entry in the Arctic 

Council was supported by the Nordic states, mainly to balance China, which 

was supported by Russia. This fine balancing act by the Nordics proved to be an 

opportunity for India.  

 Being a part of the inter-governmental organisation opened an array of its 

cooperation possibilities and provided India with an edge in the Arctic, 

considering the region is geographically distant from it. Experts are of the 

opinion that, as its ice melts, the available area for exploration and exploitation 

of arctic resources will increase. A potential alternate northern sea route will 

then become available which will reduce travel time and increase efficiency. 

India should partner with Nordic and other European countries to manufacture 

ice-breakers, so that it can navigate the Arctic easily, without relying on a third 

party. Scope for joint collaborations and cooperation in the region with 



European nations, especially Nordics will not only strengthen Europe’s role in 

India’s geo-strategic calculus, but also forge mutually beneficial partnership 

between the two agencies. 

Space Security 

 Space (as in outer space) security is a critical emerging sector where the 

first mover’s advantage is extremely significant. Japan, Russia, US, China and 

Europe, especially France, are the big players of this industry. India made a late 

entry in this domain, post the Kargil war similar to China by way of timing, but 

the growth patterns of the two countries have been drastically different. China 

progressed at a rapid pace, so much so that today it is perceived as a threat by 

the existing big powers of the space sector. India’s progress has been 

comparatively slow and needs to pick up pace. Real-time information sharing 

and technological collaborations with other friendly countries is the best way 

forward for India, over the Atmanirbhar model in this particular case. This is 

because of rapid advances in technology every few years and if a country has 

not updated itself in continuity, it is left far behind in the race.  

 India and the EU have been collaborating over space since the summit in 

2016, where India has general agreements with Germany, Hungary, Norway 

amongst others, and a mission agreement with France. Recently Prime Minister 

Modi and Emmanuel Macron agreed to establish a bilateral strategic dialogue to 

address the growing challenges in space. This will primarily focus on access to 

a safe and secure outer space for all. This dialogue will bring together members 

of administration, experts from defence and space sectors to discuss economic 

and security challenges in outer space. In the joint statement of India–EU 

Strategic Partnership: A Roadmap to 2025,8 an agreement was reached on 

setting up a working group for space collaboration. This group will work on 

themes like earth observation, space science and satellite navigation. 

 The rapid growth of Chinese counter space capabilities is one of the core 

reasons for Western powers to look towards India for cooperation and vice 



versa. This also leads to space congestion, which further increases the chances 

of collisions and hence, destruction or damage to space assets (Kessler 

Syndrome). There is a convergence of interest between the parties to protect 

their assets in space and prevent the occurrence of the Kessler syndrome. The 

space strategy adopted by the EU in 2011 (updated further) is in compliance 

with the Indian government’s approach to outer space. At present the Indian 

Navy shares 30 per cent of the bandwidth of its Rukmini satellite with the 

Army.9 This increases reliance on a particular satellite for communication and 

mapping. If India and EU could join hands in joint space exploration and 

protection of assets, it would help contain China in space.  

Bilateral Ties with European States 

 If India expects the EU’s sincere involvement in the above-mentioned 

areas of cooperation, it will first have to strengthen its bilateral relations with 

various EU powerhouses. Strong bilaterals will drive the mini-multilaterals, 

which will further provide push to India–EU relations. Hence, it is important to 

forge deep ties with Germany (India’s largest trading partner and Europe’s 

economic powerhouse), France (India’s emerging defence ally), the Netherlands 

(hub of investments) and the Nordic countries (due to their expertise in 

maritime activity, the blue economy and significance in the Arctic region). 

In order to involve Europe even deeper in the Indian geo-strategic calculus, 

India needs to have strong bilateral and multilateral ties with the European 

powers. In order to keep India’s role in the Arctic significant and leave a geo-

strategic imprint there, it needs to forge deep ties with the Nordic countries.PM 

Modi’s recent visit to Germany, France and Denmark from 2–4 May 2022, 

reflects the importance that India attaches to Europe. It was the Indian PM’s 

first visit abroad after the pandemic-induced digital diplomacy. This visit also 

came on the heels of a burning Ukraine and increased transatlantic efforts to 

impose harsher sanctions on Russia. 

Relations with Germany 



PMModi visited Germany on 2 May 2022 and this was his first meeting with 

Olaf Scholz in the capacity of German Chancellor. The two leaders had met 

earlier when Scholz was the finance minister in Angela Merkel’s cabinet. For 

Germany, the change in Chancellorship after 16 years was a remarkable 

moment. India has had good ties with Germany since the reunification in 1990. 

It is India’s largest trading partner in Europe and also amongst its top 10 global 

trading partners. Bilateral trade between the two nations in 2021–22 was US$ 

24.84 billion. More than 1,700 German companies are based in India, providing 

lakhs of jobs to Indians.10 

The two leaders held bilateral meetings, discussed a broad range of issues, and 

also co-chaired the sixth Inter-Governmental Consultations. These consultations 

are ministerial-level forums providing high-level political guidance to the 

partnership. A total of nine agreements were signed between the two countries, 

ranging from green and sustainable partnership to migration and mobility 

partnership. The role of Indian Diaspora in Germany is also of immense 

importance and cannot be sidelined. The fact that PM Modi officially interacted 

with them for a considerable time in such a short visit, reflects the significance 

they have in Indo-German relations.  

Relations with France  

France is India’s most important ally in Europe at the moment. It had supported 

India during the nuclear tests in the 1998, when other powers opposed it 

vehemently. It has consistently supported India’s bid for a permanent seat at the 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC). Recent re-election of Macron as the 

French president represents a continuation of French policy towards India, to 

the Indo-Pacific region and the larger Europe. Change of Chancellorship in 

Germany after one and a half decades has enhanced the French influence in 

steering EU’s policies. Now, Germany and France together share the helm of 

decision-making in European institutes.  



Both Germany and France have held bilateral talks with India over global issues 

of common concern. Key areas of discussion have been about the Indo-Pacific 

and defence engagements, amongst others. France has shown interest in 

working with India in third countries, especially in the western IOR (where it 

has island territories). It has also been encouraging other European naval 

powers for a coordinated maritime presence in the region. This provides India 

with a splendid opportunity to collaborate with its European partners in the 

maritime domain and secure its presence at the two important choke points in 

western IOR—Bab-el-Mandeb and the Strait of Hormuz. Both the countries are 

looking at expanding cooperation in other fields like nuclear energy, 

agricultural initiatives, climate action and strategic partnerships.  

Relations with the Netherlands 

India has enjoyed diplomatic ties with the Netherlands since its independence. 

The two have various ongoing sectoral co-operation and strong economic, 

political and commercial ties. For the year 2020–21, the Netherlands was 

India’s third-largest European trading partner, with exports from India (US$ 

8.85 billion) exceeding its imports (US$ 4.1 billion).11It is also one of the top 

three destinations for overseas direct investments from India, worth 

approximately US$ 1.22 billion. The two countries have strong cooperation on 

water management, cyber security, trade, Indo-Pacific, shipping, renewable 

energy and science and technology and space. 

India’s Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Netherlands regarding 

ports, maritime transports and logistics exhibits the importance of the maritime 

sector in their relations. The guidelines for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific as 

unveiled by the Netherlands in 2020, lists India as a key partner in the region. 

There is a shared vision of a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific of both the 

parties involved. Both the countries have been cooperating over science and 

technology for the last 14 years and have committed to further increasing their 

investments in the same. The Netherlands has also signed the framework 



agreement of the ISA. Still, there remains a lot more scope for convergence and 

cooperation on energy transition, e-mobility and biofuels. 

Relations with the Nordic Countries 

For a long time, India has focused on the bigger European nations, neglecting 

what it perceived as the small section of Nordics. These countries maybe small 

in size but have a strong economy and lead in shipping and science and 

technology. PM Modi’s visit to Sweden for the first India–Nordic Summit in 

2018 was the first such visit by an Indian PM to Sweden in the last 30 years.12 

Earlier, the Bofors scandal had cast its own shadow, interfering with an 

improvement in relations with Sweden for long. When India decided to move 

past it, the two countries focused on defence cooperation, cybersecurity and 

India’s bid for a permanent seat at the UNSC. They encouraged private players 

to come together with major aerospace and defence equipment manufacturers to 

develop supply chains for small and medium sized enterprises.  

India’s ties with Norway are extremely essential if India is to improve its 

maritime prowess. Ties between the two countries received a push in 2018 

when the Norwegian government launched its ‘India Strategy’. It is based on 

five pillars, namely: energy, the oceans, climate and environment, democracy 

and a rules-based world order, and research, higher education and global 

health.13This has set priorities for the Norwegian government until 2030 and to 

fulfil those objectives, Norway seeks cooperation in research, business and with 

political authorities. Ocean management and blue economy are flagship skills of 

Norway which can help India, especially in implementing its ‘Sagarmala 

Project’. 

Relations with Denmark are driven by three Ts—Trade, Technology and 

Talent. India–Denmark bilateral trade in goods and services has increased by 78 

per cent from 2016.14 Danish technology firms have set up manufacturing 

facilities in India, thereby providing an impetus to the ‘Make in India’ 

programme. Firms like LM Wind Power, Haldar Topsoe, Grundfos and Danfoss 



specialise in production of carbon emission technologies, on- shore and off-

shore wind farm technologies, provide water solutions and engineering 

specialisation, thereby giving a boost to Government of India initiatives to 

achieve green and sustainable growth. India’s Green Strategic Partnership will 

further deepen the ties between the two countries and enhance their Indo-Pacific 

cooperation. 

India’s trade relations and bilateral ties with Iceland are not on such a 

large scale as that of other European countries, but there is a lot of scope for 

cooperation between the two. A range of high-level visits since 2000 and the 

recent interaction of Indian Prime Minister with the Icelandic leader, Katrin 

Jakobsdottir,15 have provided stimulus to the bilateral ties. Cooperation over the 

Arctic region, geothermal energy and food processing are crucial engagements 

between India and Iceland. India’s ties with Finland focus mainly on AI, 

quantum computing, Information Technology and innovation. Investments in 

blue economy and digitalisation have been the most significant future 

cooperation arenas between India and the Nordics. They have also supported 

India’s membership to the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group (NSG), which initially 

encountered strong opposition from these countries.  

Emerging Challenges 

China 

 China has been pursuing a muscular foreign policy for more than a 

decade now. It has been trying to expand its area of influence beyond the East 

China Sea, into the South China Sea. Reports of it using its armed fishing 

fleet—People’s Armed Forces Maritime Militia—as gray zone actors to claim 

disputed territories in the region have beenprevalent. China also flouted the 

2016 ruling of the International Tribunal, claiming that everything within the 

nine-dash line was itsterritory.16 This claim has led to various territorial disputes 

between China and its neighbours like the Philippines, Malaysia, South Korea, 



and Taiwan among others. China has been reported to be crossing over into its 

neighbours’ EEZ with heavy fishing vessels, guarded by armed personnel. 

This growing imposition by China in the Indo-Pacific waters is a threat to the 

safety and security of international trade vessels passing through it. An 

increased presence of Chinese maritime vessels in the Indo-Pacific has been 

observed. They are often shielded officially with reasons such as fishing, trade, 

monitoring Chinese space assets, and so on, but are often snooping around and 

picking up maritime intelligence against its neighbours, especially India. This 

has emerged as a common thread of concern for India, US and Europe. Fully 

aware of China’s debt trap style of functioning, they have launched their own 

forums to counter the growing Chinese influence in the region. The US’s recent 

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) and the EU’s Global 

Gateway project are initiatives to ensure a free, open, transparent and rules-

based Indo-Pacific region. China’s domination in South China Sea will put the 

stability of the Indo-Pacific, especially the Strait of Malacca, under peril. 

Europe’s commitment, especially those of France and Germany, will increase 

investments in maritime infrastructure, digital technology and green growth, 

thereby maintaining the stability of and benefitting the Indo-Pacific region. 

Fallouts of the Russia–Ukraine Crisis 

 Russia’s special military operation in Ukraine has shaken Europe from its 

peaceful slumber. It has had devastating effects worldwide. The prices of staple 

crops such as wheat have gone up drastically. This has led to an acute food 

crisis across the globe, especially in African countries and those which were 

dependent on food aid programmes such as the World Food Programme (WFP) 

and those of other non-governmental organisations. It has also caused inflation 

in edible oils, especially sunflower oil, of which Ukraine is the largest 

producer.17 Its ripple effect will be evident in the coming Kharif season, where 

the world will witness a continued shortage of wheat and fertilisers and an 

added shortage of maize, which is essential for livestock feed.This in turn will 



disrupt trade patterns, supply chains and increase inflation. Europe relies 

heavily on maize imports from Ukraine and to some extent, even the fertilisers. 

Earlier, India was exporting wheat to Egypt and others, but now, India too is 

facing shortages in domestic markets. 

 This crisis has led Germany to look into its defence arrangements. 

Chancellor Scholz announced an increase in the German defence spending, to 

more than 2 percent of its GDP. He committed an additional 100 billion Euros 

from the 2022 budget towards German military investments. This has more than 

doubled the German defence budget for the year because in 2021, Germany’s 

entire defence budget was around 47 billion Euros.18This has provided a 

window of opportunity for the future of Indo-German cooperation in defence 

technology. India has realised its overt reliance on the Russian defence 

equipment and is looking to diversify. Europe is one of the potential alternatives 

for the Indian defence supplies procurement apparatus. India is looking towards 

enhancing its defence trade and manufacturing to achieve self-reliance. 

Cooperative efforts combining the prowess of the German industrial sector and 

the sheer scale of the Indian market can prove to be a potent combination, 

benefitting both the nations. 

Cybersecurity 

 In a global world where borders cease to exist, an increased threat to 

security has been observed. In the 21st century, the definition of security is not 

limited to its traditional meaning but has broadened to also cover non-traditional 

forms of security, such asenergy security, cybersecurity, maritime security, 

water security, food security, etc. Effective solutions to connected threats in all 

of these will require more joint collaborations between India and Europe. 

Fighting piracy off the coast of Somalia is one of the best examples of European 

and Indian joint efforts to reinstate security at sea. 

 Cybersecurity is one of the rising concerns amongst developed nations. 

Data is the future gold and this makes the collection, storage and disbursement 



of data-sets very critical. For 2020, the average cost of a data breach was US$ 

3.86 million and experts are of the opinion that global cybercrime rates are 

expected to increase by 15 percent annually over the next five years, reaching 

US$ 10.5 trillion by 2025.19 Information-sharing and expertise in technology 

can help protect firms and governments against cyber-attacks to an extent. 

Cybersecurity is a major concern in today’s digital world. To ward off any such 

threats in the Indo-Pacific by malign agents will require India and Europe to 

make collaborative efforts. Finland and Sweden are the tech giants of the world 

and have an expertise in AI, quantum computing and more. India too is a leader 

in sections of the IT sector and bringing the two together could prove mutually 

beneficial.  

Energy Security 

 This has become a major concern worldwide with increased power 

shortages since March 2022. Europe’s overt reliance on Russian energy has 

made it look towards the Middle East, Africa and US for imports. In 2021, it 

imported 27 per cent of its oil, 46 per cent of its coal and more than 40 per cent 

of its gas from Russia.20 Of the total Russian exports to EU, the energy 

component stood at 62 per cent. This reliance became the talk of the town (so to 

speak), when the West put sanctions on Russia, leaving out the energy industry. 

Since February 2022, Europe has started to diversify its sources and is 

importing US Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and gas and oil from West Asia and 

Northern Africa.  

 Re-routing of investments from Russia to other regions, especially amidst 

times of high food and fuel inflation might lead to Europe tightening its purse 

strings. Such a disruption might cause the EU climate goals and green initiatives 

to slacken. According to EU’s commitment at the Glasgow climate summit in 

2021 and United Nations Convention on Climate Change (UNCCC), it aims to 

reduce 55 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, compared to 1990 

levels. It also aims to become the first climate neutral continent by 2050.21 But a 



slackening in this drive will surely be reflected in the European investments 

towards the Indo-Pacific. 

Conclusion 

 India has always viewed Europe through the prism of post-colonialism. 

But in the past decade, it has come to realise that cooperation with Europe not 

only suits its interests in the Indo-Pacific, but also opens an array of 

opportunities in other domains. Maritime trade and blue economy are prime 

issues on which India and Europe can cooperate, whilegreen growth and the 

Arctic are some of the shared interests which feature high on the priority list of 

both. Both the regions contribute a huge chunk to the global trade but as 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen pointed out, thefigures 

are hardly decent in terms of bilateral trade. 

 Europe features very prominently in India’s geo-strategic calculus due to 

trade routes. Both are putting up a strong resistance against any coercive effort 

to dominate international waters and are going about rallying support from other 

countries for a rules-based global order. Growing assertiveness displayed by 

some powers is a troublesome point, which further converges Indian interests, 

with those of the Europeans.Working in various bilateral and mini-lateral 

formats is the way forward to develop consensus on and address issues of global 

concern. While the Russia–Ukraine crisis has provided an impetus to both India 

and Europe to engage more proactively, the need is to maintain and build on the 

momentum, in the pursuit of mutual benefit and prosperity. 

 

 

This article is written by Anandita Bhada, Research Analyst in the Europe and Eurasia 

Division at MP-IDSA. 
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